
 
The Fact Finding Trip to Liberia 

 
We owe the success of our mission to Liberia, to several individuals including, 
Congressman Alcee Hastings. The Congressman’s hard working staff on the Hill 
navigated the process through the grind of Washington. Hon. Alcee Hastings committed 
himself and his staff to this cause because it is the right thing to do. He has no political 
capital to gain, for the fact that this is beyond the borders of these United States. The 
children of Liberia will be forever grateful. I would be remised if I did not pay special 
respect to Ms. Delores Hogan Johnson. The formal Dean volunteered her time and money 
and traveled to Liberia with me on the delegation. 
 
We left Florida on March 11, 2004. We arrived in Washington and met with Liberian 
Ambassador, Hon. S. Prince Porte and our Congressional staff and got all the 
communication necessary for the trip to Liberia. Next, we scheduled ourselves for the 
Liberian Embassy for visas; we encountered major problems and had to spend an 
additional uneasy night in Maryland while waiting for our Passport and Visas. 
 
As a Liberian national, I was embarrassed by what (you get the gist) transpired at my 
embassy in the presence of my American counterpart… 
 
March 15, we went to the BWI Air Port as scheduled to check in and depart for Liberia 
via Ghana Air Ways. The flight was 7 hours late. We arrived in Ghana and we got stuck 
for hours and worse, we left without our luggages; they promised to have them in Liberia 
the next flight. The luggages were delivered a week later half emptied; most of our 
belongings were looted. 
 
However, we survived the ordeal and Arrived in Liberia exhausted. When we got to 
Liberia, we were hosted by Bishop John Innis, Presiding Bishop of the United Methodist 
Church at his United Methodist Compound. The Bishop was briefed on the mission and 
he offered his blessings. I must add that we were accorded the Royal treatment reserved 
for the like of Bishops. His staff was highly professional. 
 
Next, we met with the representatives of the Episcopal Church of Liberia. We discussed 
the possibility of restoring the BOYS TOWN facilities for the launching of our first site 
in Liberia. The next day, we traveled to the BOYS TOWN campus along with our 
engineering team. A total assessment was made to the tone of Two Hundred and Fifty 
Seven Thousand Dollars (US $257, 000, 00). 
 
The Following day, we met with Ambassador, Hon. John Blaney and Mr. Edward 
Birdgels, Director, USAID. The meeting was very fruitful and informative. 
 
On March 24, 2004, we met with Hon. Paul Jacques Klein, UN Special Ambassador to 
Liberia, and the representative of UNICEF. The meeting was cordial, but most of all, 
Hon. Klein pledged all his support to the project and to anything that would make Liberia 
a better place. 



March 25, 2004, we visited Grand Bassa County. We were escorted by the Liberian 
Congressman, Hon. Nathaniel K. Innis. We visited the Bassa High School, local radio 
station, county representatives, the Korean Agriculture Center (Korean Farm) and had a 
town hall meeting with the citizens of Buchanan. We told the citizens of Bassa that our 
trip to the Korean Farm was a facts finding mission and that the site was recommended 
by the Congressman from Bassa, Hon. Nathaniel K. Innis as a possible site for our future 
satellite site for the Child Soldier Project in Grand Bassa County. 
 
Finally, we concluded our official business to Liberia on March 26, 2004. We had two 
days to do some sight seeing and visit with relatives and friends. With time being a 
factor, we were able to squeeze in five church visits on one given Sunday. We began the 
Sunday (March 28, 2004) by visiting Susan Brooks A.M.E. Church on Clay Street, and 
then we ran across the street to Eliza Turner A.M.E. Church, we moved on to 
Empowerment A.M.E. Church at the Ministry of Commerce and finally, we ended the 
day at J.J. Powell United Methodist Church. 
 
In conclusion, a News Conference was held at the Headquarters of the United Methodist 
Church on 12th Street. The Liberia Media were briefed on our trip and findings. 
 
We departed Liberia on March 29, 2004. Upon our arrival in the United States, we 
scheduled a meeting with Congressman Alcee Hastings. We met and debriefed with the 
Congressman at the University of Florida satellite campus in Fort Pierce, FL. 
 
The Congressman was pleased with the report and assured us that the children of Liberia 
will get his full support. 
 
 
Special acknowledgements: Our sincere gratitude goes to the Sinyan family for being a 
superb host during our stay in Maryland. We are also very grateful to Hon. Nathaniel K. 
Innis; he went beyond his call of duty in making our stay in Liberia a fruitful one. 
 
To Bishop Dr. John Innis, we could not find any category befitting your praise. So, we 
can only say thanks for your touching prayers and for opening your home to us for the 
entire time that we were in Liberia without asking for anything in return. 
 
We want to say thanks to Hon. Paul Jacques Klein for his continued communication and 
encouragement towards the Child Soldiers Project. 


